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A message from Dean Caminker

P

ossessing an international perspective is something so common and
pervasive today, at least among educated
audiences, that one can barely countenance such wasn’t always the case. But
think back to the signiﬁcant public resistance to our involvement in World Wars
I and II, to consumers’ initial antipathy
to Japanese and Chinese products, to
restaurant and home cuisines that rarely
featured ethnic foods, and to higher
education study abroad programs in the
’50s, ’60s, and even ’70s, that offered
England, France, and for the truly
adventurous, Spain.
That solipsistic and even isolationist
strain has always been part of our
national character, and indeed a factor in
the philosophical, cultural, and political
stereotyping that attempts to separate
America’s heartland from its more
internationally-attuned, trendsetting
coastal population centers. So it’s hardly
surprising our admissions research
indicates that some of our prospective
students from the east and west coasts
think Michigan Law is, well, a bit provincial compared to other schools they’re
considering.
Now that’s hardly an unreasonable
hypothesis to anyone who’s grown up
on the ethnocentrism of Manhattan or
Boston, LA or San Francisco—or for
that matter, anyone who identiﬁes with
Saul Steinberg’s cartoon map of the
United States or Woody Allen’s ﬁlms.
But while stereotypes are occasionally useful shortcuts, they can also be
outright wrong or misleading, which is
why I’m quick to correct visitors who
assume that Ann Arbor, the University,
and the Law School are the epitome of
Midwestern provincialism. In point of
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fact, we’re about as provincial as London
and about as hick as Cap Ferrat.
This meaty issue of Law Quad Notes
provides very compelling evidence of
just how expansively a global perspective permeates the School. To be sure,
other law schools talk about such an
outlook, but that often means a handful
of courses on or about international law.
At Michigan, we offer those courses
and many more, but we also have a
faculty whose international experience
is signiﬁcant—in the past decade, 24
have taught in Japan alone—and whose
research and scholarship has a strong
international focus.
But that’s just the beginning. Michigan
Law also hosts a number of international
conferences; our faculty lead and participate in major international centers;
we offer students multiple and various
opportunities to study internationally as
well as to work as interns and externs,
to win clerkships and fellowships, and
to volunteer overseas; our Library, one
of the very best in the world, boasts
unusually robust holdings in international law—in most cases more comprehensive than exist in the respective home
countries; and we attract visiting faculty,
LL.M. and S.J.D. students, and research
scholars from all over the world. The
only shortcoming I’ve discovered—and
I keep holding this over the head of
Assistant Dean of Admissions Sarah
Zearfoss, ’92—is that we have yet to
attract an applicant from Antarctica.
The point that’s so interesting to
me is that this school of law doesn’t
pigeon-hole its international focus
in a single box—say curriculum, for
example. Rather, it’s virtually every-

where you look: curriculum, to be
sure, but also public service, student
activities, journals, law school events,
library, graduate programs, research
and scholarship, faculty service, volunteerism, and no doubt many more. Were
NYU or Harvard to make such a claim,
I doubt anyone would think it out of the
ordinary. But when a law school in “the
heart of the heart of the country” (to use
William Gass’ terminology) not only
makes the claim, but substantiates it,
that’s truly remarkable.
Another point worth noting is that
Michigan is no Johnny-come-lately to
its global perspective. As I write this,
Harvard is garnering media attention
for reforming its 1L curriculum, one
plank of which is offering new ﬁrst-year
courses in international and comparative
law. But it’s midwestern Michigan Law,
not eastern Harvard, that ﬁrst required a
course in Transnational Law—a full ﬁve
years ago. At that time, the president of
the American Society of International
Law (ASIL) said our course was “one
of the truly stunning developments in
the teaching of international law in the
United States …” and an “inspiration”
he hoped would be “emulated by other
law schools.” Just shortly thereafter, on
March 16, 2002, Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor said this in a
keynote address at the annual meeting
of the American Society of International
Law:
“Through the ASIL’s efforts, American
judges are becoming more aware of
their responsibilities to respect not only
domestic law but also the law of nations.
But more effort is needed. Law schools
must ensure that their students are well

versed in the increasingly international
aspects of legal practice. The University
of Michigan Law School has just begun
requiring all students to complete a twocredit course in transnational law.”
Indeed, the rationale for studying
international law today is much more
powerful than when Justice O’Connor
voiced it. Correspondingly, our faculty’s
teaching, scholarship, and public service
activity reﬂects an understanding that
safety and security lie not in isolationist
withdrawal but through engagement
with the rest of the world—a world
where even in its most remote corners,
global contact is omnipresent at the click
of a TV monitor or a computer mouse,
by turning on a cell phone or textmessaging via PDA. And our faculty are
also fully aware that the most compelling
legal challenges of the day arise out of
conﬂicts such as those between national
security concerns and ensuring the
sustainability of civil liberties, conﬂicts
that get to the heart of our national
beliefs and values as well as those
pertaining to critical international issues.
The men and women who choose to
study law at Michigan today are, with
few exceptions, already sophisticated
observers of the international scene and
well aware of how governments, corporations, NGOs, and other organizations
operate across, as within, borders.
Indeed, many have not just studied
abroad during their undergraduate
careers, but increasingly have worked or
volunteered overseas. But while they’re
hardly novices to internationalism, their
understanding of the law from that
perspective is, at best, thin. And that, of
course, is why the Michigan Law faculty
takes its responsibility so seriously in
educating students in a manner that

will prepare them for a career where
legal issues do not stop at customs
checkpoints. To meet that responsibility,
an international dimension permeates
courses once thought of as solely
domestic in nature—for example,
corporate law, contracts, jurisdiction,
and Constitutional law. Of the 23
members of the faculty who focus on
international and foreign law, 20 also
teach courses—copyright, sex equality,
banking, and tax, for example—where
that focus isn’t primary but still enormously valuable. Several members of the
clinical faculty even include an international component in their teaching,
research, or caseload.
To date, the University of Michigan
Law School has alumni working in
79 countries, and that number will
no doubt expand as our students
take advantage of this extraordinary
faculty’s global perspectives and detailed
knowledge of aspects of international
law. I hope you enjoy reading about just
a small sampling of that knowledge. And
I hope, too, you won’t hesitate to make
your opinion known should someone,
no doubt from the east or west coast,
dare suggest Michigan Law isn’t at the
forefront of international legal study and
education.
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